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Mississippi Catfish Estimating Procedures
Mississippi Catfish growers had sales of 243 million dollars during 2003,
the same as the previous year. Producers sold 393 million pounds
foodsize catfish in 2003, with a value of 224 million dollars. The average
price received by farmers was 57 cents per pounds, up 1 cent per pound
from 2002. Commercial catfish operations in Mississippi had 182 million
foodsize fish on hand January 1, 2004, down 11 percent from the
previous year. Of the total number of foodsize fish, 4.20 million were
large foodsize (over 3 pounds per fish), 46.6 million medium foodsize

(over 1 ½ to 3 pounds per fish), and 131 million were small foodsize fish (over 3/4 to 1 ½ pounds per fish). The
number of stockers on hand January 1, 2004, totaled 428 million fish, down 8 percent from the previous year.
Fingerlings totaled 508 million fish, down 33 percent from January 1, 2003, and producers had 750,000 broodfish
on hand January 1, 2004, up 7 percent.

Catfish: Number Of Operations, Water Surface Acres Used for Production, 2003 - 2004
and Total Sales, 2002 -2003, by State and United States

State
Number of Operations

on January 1

Water Surface Acres Used
for Production During

January - June 30
Total Sales

2003 1 2004 2003 1 2004 2002 1 2003
Number Acres 1,000 Dollars

Alabama 231 200 25,500 25,400 76,045 85,159
Arkansas 155 161 34,000 34,000 56,380 59,047
California 38 30 2,400 1,800 7,875 7,228
Florida 34 35 660 710 756 1,208
Georgia 43 30 960 750 1,411 1,372
Illinois 12 18 130 320 226 306
Kentucky 60 70 570 600 1,180 1,381
Louisiana 57 48 9,900 8,800 15,812 14,505
Mississippi 405 410 109,000 101,000 243,226 243,176
Missouri 31 21 1,400 1,370 1,070 1,954
North Carolina 46 49 1,700 2,100 3,143 6,118
South Carolina 13 9 130 90 617 121
Texas 36 36 850 850 3,672 3,350
United States 1,161 1,117 187,200 177,790 411,413 424,925

1 Revised.
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Catfish Production: Water Surface Acre Usage by State and United States, 2003 - 2004

State

Acres Intended for Utilization January 1 - June 30 for: Acres Taken
out of

Production
During

Jul 1 - Dec 31,
Previous Year

Foodsize Fingerlings Broodfish

Currently Under
or Scheduled for-

Renovation New
Construction

2003 1

Alabama 22,900 1,500 630 460 180 830
Arkansas 28,500 4,200 650 800 * 1,000
California 1,810 360 90 110 90 100
Florida 590 45 15 * * *
Georgia 700 115 60 15 65
Illinois 65 45 10 * * *
Kentucky 460 95 15 * 30 25
Louisiana 8,600 1,050 170 530 35 1,350
Mississippi 86,000 16,800 3,000 3,300 650 4,400
Missouri 690 590 55 90 65 55
North Carolina 1,480 140 60 30 40 30
South Carolina 70 25 20 * * *
Texas 570 105 55 50 5 10
Other States 58 130 85
United States 152,435 25,070 4,830 5,443 1,225 7,950

2004
Alabama 23,900 960 420 340 65 590
Arkansas 29,000 4,200 550 600 * 1,300
California 1,400 270 75 200 * *
Florida 630 35 40
Georgia 480 100 55 * * 20
Illinois 230 45 40 * *
Kentucky 510 45 25 20 * 15
Louisiana 7,800 730 120 450 * 460
Mississippi 81,000 16,000 2,200 2,200 200 2,100
Missouri 880 * 35 110 *
North Carolina 1,850 150 60 * 80 30
South Carolina 60 * 15 * *
Texas 570 110 60 170 30 70
Other States 420 55 160 20
United States 148,310 23,065 3,695 4,145 535 4,605

1 Revised.
* Included in Other States to avoid disclosure of individual operations.
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Catfish: Number, Weight, and Value of Sales, by Category, Selected States
and United States 2002 - 2003 1

State and
Size Category

Number of Fish Pounds Sold Value of Sales Average Value
Per Pound

2002 2003 2002 2003 2002 2003 2002 2003
1,000 1,000 Pounds 1,000 Dollars Dollars

Foodsize
Alabama 75,000 80,000 142,000 158,000 73,840 82,160 0.52 0.52
Arkansas 59,400 59,400 97,000 99,700 53,350 55,832 0.55 0.56
California 1,860 1,610 3,900 3,450 7,644 7,072 1.96 2.05
Florida 900 1,000 1,300 1,700 637 1,173 0.49 0.69
Georgia 1,240 1,150 1,670 1,350 1,202 1,040 0.72 0.77
Illinois 180 205 200 245 178 206 0.89 0.84
Kentucky 730 800 1,470 1,590 1,088 1,288 0.74 0.81
Louisiana 18,200 19,700 26,600 26,100 15,428 14,094 0.58 0.54
Mississippi 244,000 21,000 392,000 393,000 219,520 224,010 0.56 0.57
Missouri 350 905 765 1,700 635 1,462 0.83 0.86
North Carolina 2,900 5,100 4,900 9,400 2,891 5,734 0.59 0.61
South Carolina 485 22 988 45 613 32 0.62 0.72
Texas 1,750 1,770 3,020 3,030 3,020 2,969 1.00 0.98
United States 406,995 381,662 675,813 699,310 380,046 397,072 0.56 0.57

Boodfish
Arkansas 215 * 600 * 390 * 0.65 *
Georgia * * * *
Mississippi 300 100 1,420 400 951 208 0.67 0.52
Other States 14 58 66 231 94 215 1.42 0.93
United States 529 158 2,086 631 1,435 423 0.69 0.67

Stockers
Arkansas 12,000 12,200 1,500 2,000 1,200 1,500 0.80 0.75
Georgia * * * *
Illinois * * * * * * * *
Mississippi 78,600 40,000 9,680 3,550 9,196 3,337 0.95 0.94
Texas * * * * * * * *
Other States 6,494 12,181 1,918 1,214 2,197 779 1.15 0.64
United States 97,094 69,721 13,098 7,454 12,593 6,205 0.96 0.83

Fingerlings & Fry
Alabama 18,200 83,700 370 3,400 670 2,482 1.81 0.73
Arkansas 64,000 60,400 900 1,050 1,440 1,680 1.60 1.60
California 1,950 1,280 43 24 155 100 3.60 4.15
Florida 1,750 500 73 24 110 35 1.50 1.45
Georgia 3,340 3,200 95 65 209 325 2.20 5.00
Louisiana * 4,380 * 83 * 100 * 1.20
Mississippi 417,600 552,000 10,350 12,300 13,559 15,621 1.31 1.27
Missouri 2,790 * 46 * 138 * 3.00 *
North Carolina 2,400 3,400 135 190 212 342 1.57 1.80
Texas 2,500 2,600 105 100 515 334 4.90 3.34
Other States 3,502 3,430 111 67 331 206 2.98 3.07
United States 518,032 714,890 12,228 17,303 17,339 21,225 1.42 1.23

1 Revised
* Included in Other States to avoid disclosure of individual operations.
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Catfish: Inventory by Size Category, Selected States and United States,
January 1, 2003 - 2004

State and
Size Category

Number of Fish
Live Weight

Total Average Per Fish

2003 1 2004 2003 1 2004 2003 1 2004
1,000 1,000 Pounds Pounds

Large Foodsize
Alabama 2,700 2,240 8,940 7,450 3.3 3.3
Arkansas 2,530 1,540 8,350 5,300 3.3 3.4
California 175 165 680 620 3.9 3.8
Georgia 80 15 320 50 4.0 3.3
Louisiana 1,200 1,620 3,800 6,000 3.2 3.7
Mississippi 3,950 4,200 13,100 14,500 3.3 3.5
Missouri * * * * * *
United States 11,195 10,448 37,287 36,319 3.3 3.5

Medium Foodsize
Alabama 26,100 23,300 49,100 44,700 1.9 1.9
Arkansas 27,500 22,600 51,500 43,700 1.9 1.9
California 1,450 700 2,750 1,390 1.9 2.0
Georgia 410 350 820 730 2.0 2.1
Louisiana 8,500 6,200 14,700 12,200 1.7 2.0
Mississippi 60,300 46,600 112,500 93,000 1.9 2.0
Missouri 410 420 970 895 2.4 2.1
United States 127,908 104,926 238,753 206,143 1.9 2.0

Small Foodsize
Alabama 53,500 46,100 52,700 44,300 1.0 1.0
Arkansas 44,800 49,300 45,900 48,600 1.0 1.0
California 1,420 1,840 1,460 1,640 1.0 0.9
Georgia 780 200 780 200 1.0 1.0
Louisiana 10,100 6,960 11,200 6,750 1.1 1.0
Mississippi 140,000 131,000 139,800 143,500 1.0 1.1
Missouri 660 720 700 750 1.1 1.0
United States 254,920 241,465 256,461 251,506 1.0 1.0

Broodfish
Alabama 380 80 1,280 440 3.4 5.5
Arkansas 120 125 590 600 4.9 4.8
California 14 11 80 80 5.7 7.3
Georgia 10 6 50 27 5.0 4.5
Mississippi 700 750 3,300 3,600 4.7 4.8
United States 1,303 1,098 5,718 5,367 4.4 4.9

1 Revised.
* Included in Other States to avoid disclosure of individual operations.
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Catfish: Inventory by Size Category, Selected States and United States
January 1, 2003 - 2004

State and
Size Category

Number of Fish
Live Weight

Total Average Per 1,000 Fish

2003 1 2004 2003 1 2004 2003 1 2004
1,000 1,000 Pounds Pounds

Large Stockers
Alabama 36,100 59,100 12,800 19,800 355 335
Arkansas 49,400 62,600 17,700 25,200 358 403
Georgia 150 * 95 * 633 *
Illinois * * * * * *
Louisiana 7,410 9,040 2,600 3,150 351 348
Mississippi 221,000 149,000 84,700 64,000 383 430
Missouri * * * * * *
North Carolina 2,340 2,100 1,050 1,100 449 524
Texas 195 1,260 45 350 231 278
United States 319,199 285,547 119,877 114,550 376 401

Small Stockers
Alabama 106,000 199,000 9,700 18,300 91.5 92.0
Arkansas 70,800 70,000 7,150 7,350 101.0 105.0
California 1,610 930 195 110 121.1 118.3
Louisiana 25,000 12,300 2,300 1,360 92.0 110.6
Mississippi 243,000 279,000 24,600 25,600 101.2 91.8
Missouri * * * * * *
North Carolina 4,620 2,600 500 310 108.2 119.2
Texas 170 180 20 20 117.6 111.1
United States 456,027 568,000 44,892 53,388 98.4 94.0

Fingerlings
Alabama 50,800 52,800 1,720 1,890 33.9 35.8
Arkansas 131,000 121,000 3,880 3,100 29.6 25.6
California 6,100 4,700 170 130 27.9 27.7
Georgia 1,550 5,150 45 110 29.0 21.4
Louisiana 30,800 18,900 1,120 557 36.4 29.5
Mississippi 753,000 508,000 26,200 17,800 34.8 35.0
North Carolina 7,540 6,800 350 270 46.4 39.7
Texas 800 1,280 32 50 40.0 39.1
United States 990,163 727,071 33,675 24,041 34.0 33.1

1 Revised.
* Included in Other States to avoid disclosure of individual operations.
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Catfish Processors: Sales Volume, Average Price and Ending Inventory,
United States, December 2002 - 2003

Item
Sales Volume Average Price Ending Inventory

2002 2003 2002 2003 2002 2003
1,000 Pounds Dollars Per Pound 1,000 Pounds

Fresh
Whole Fish 2,986 2,693 1.25 1.43 152 111
Fillets 1 4,119 4,710 2.47 2.54 411 343
Other 2 1,205 1,134 1.46 1.64 88 89
Total Fresh 8,310 8,537 1.89 2.07 651 543

Frozen
Whole Fish 967 958 1.85 1.91 1,015 1,178
Fillets 1 9,799 8,915 2.36 2.43 7,348 8,470
Other 2 3,854 4,072 1.52 1.41 3,269 3,401
Total Frozen 14,620 13,945 2.11 2.10 11,632 13,049

Total Fresh & Frozen 22,930 22,482 2.03 2.09 12,283 13,592
1 Includes regular, shank, and strip fillets; excludes any breaded products.
2 Includes all products not already reported including weight of breading and added ingredients.

United States Farm-Raised Catfish: Quantity Processed, Prices Paid to Producers
by Major Processors, and United States Imports, 2002 - 2003

Month

Round Weight Processed Average Price Paid
to Producers 1

Imports
of Catfish 2Monthly Cumulative

2002 2003 2002 2003 2002 2003 2002 2003
1,000 Pounds Dollars Per Pound 1,000 Pounds

January 52,551 55,523 52,551 55,523 .549 .529 1,037 1,322
February 52,856 55,461 105,407 110,984 .555 .544 1,048 260
March 58,340 65,007 163,747 175,991 .565 .585 414 332
April 50,694 57,105 214,441 233,096 .561 .630 618 272
May 52,902 58,424 267,343 291,520 .574 .618 1,491 703
June 49,450 52,441 316,793 343,961 .588 .586 982 893
July 52,363 54,089 369,156 398,050 .590 .564 957 435
August 54,383 54,153 423,539 452,203 .582 .552 632 135
September 53,366 51,885 476,905 504,088 .576 .560 670 150
October 56,576 57,652 533,481 561,740 .568 .567 572 384
November 50,072 51,246 583,553 612,986 .560 .610 874 331
December 47,048 48,518 630,601 661,504 .544 .629 906

1 Price for fish delivered to processing plant door. Price excludes charges for any services provided by the processing plant, such
as seining and hauling, but does not include adjustments based on year-end settlements.

2 Pounds of frozen boneless fillets. Data furnished by U.S. Bureau of Census.
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Catfish: Foodsize & Stockers Percent Sold by Point of First Sale
Selected States and United States, 2002 - 2003

State and Size
Category

Processor
Fee-Fishing &
Recreational

Use
Live Haulers Retail Other

2002 1 2003 2002 1 2003 2002 1 2003 2002 1 2003 2002 1 2003

Foodsize
Alabama 96 92 1 1 2 1 2 2 3
Arkansas 92 92 1 4 6 3 1 1
California 10 8 18 12 62 74 10 6
Georgia 67 52 12 28 * * * * 4 4
Illinois * 25 * * * * * * * 46
Kentucky 39 46 45 41 7 3 9 10
Louisiana 97 97 1 * * * * *
Mississippi 99 99 1 1
Missouri * * 19 9 63 51 * * 16 34
Texas 47 47 14 14 * * * * 11 21
United States 94.4 93.6 0.8 0.8 0.8 1.5 2.5 2.3 1.5 1.8

Other
Producers

Fee-Fishing &
Recreational

Use
Live Haulers Government Other

2002 1 2003 2002 1 2003 2002 1 2003 2002 1 2003 2002 1 2003

Stockers
Alabama 99 98 1 2
Arkansas 47 62 * 32 38 *
California * * * *
Illinois * * * 86 *
Mississippi 91 99 2 7 1
Missouri 48 * 14 * * * * *
North Carolina 100 100
Texas * * 93 79 * *
United States 85.7 85.4 3.8 2.4 5.4 11.1 5.1 1.1

1 Revised.
* Not shown to avoid disclosing individual operations.

United States Catfish Imports, Monthly, 2001 - 2003
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